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Breathing Deep with  
Air Quality Considerations

“Any operation can take actions to 
improve the ability of that facility to 
protect its people and visitors, and 
a number include improving the air 
quality. No one method is perfect and 
the defense will be layered,” Meechan, 
said. “With the Swiss cheese analogy, 
you take one slice and the holes will 
be in different locations. With more 
slices, eventually, you can’t go all the 
way through. Layers can help you 

For one critical GBAC team, looking for ways to improve 
air quality considerations is a bit like working with Swiss 
cheese, but the focus is not on aligning the holes. GBAC 
Advisory Board members and others recently present-
ed findings from the Air Quality Considerations White 
Paper they created. Paul Meechan, Ph.D, MPH, RBP, 
CBSP, SM(NRCM), has nearly 30 years of experience in 
biosafety. He is a key member of the team and explains 
the need for many layers to close the holes in offering a 
cleaner air environment.

can do pretty well at protection. It’s 
not always technology and it doesn’t 
have to be expensive. It can be simple 
actions or it can be installing capital 
equipment. It can be very inexpensive 
to expensive.”

“The goal of our work was to reach 
the GBAC audience and to have a 
consensus summary and in one place 
for the GBAC audience. These ideas 
aren’t new, but they’re scattered 
across agencies, media, the internet 
and so on,” Mark Hernandez, PhD, PE, 
College of Engineering and Applied 
Science, University of Colorado, said. 
“All of the information is out there, but 
now it’s in a synoptic document that’s 
relevant and convenient for the GBAC 
audience to access. It’s a summary of 
experts in respective fields relevant to 
indoor exposures.”

Serving with Meechan and Hernan-
dez on the team were Patty Olinger, 
Executive Director, GBAC, as well as 
Mark Zarzeczny, Raj Gupta, Wayne 
Thomann and Murray Cohen. High-
lights from the paper were presented 
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by Meechan and Hernandez during 
a GBAC webinar in September. This 
was followed by an intensive ques-
tion-and-answer session.  

Compiling a Valuable Reference
To complete the Air Quality Consider-
ations White Paper, the group pulled 
from trusted information sources 
such as the CDC, academic literature, 
personal observations and experience, 
public health sources and more to 
glean this critical information and 
condense it into a format that would 
be easily available and understand-
able for GBAC Family members. The 
Air Quality Considerations White 
Paper furthers the work of GBAC by 
focusing on another level of safety for 
the workplace environment. It pro-
tects employees, visitors, exhibitors 
and other guests by offering a range 
of proven suggestions for delivering 
cleaner air.

“So you have to balance the costs  
with the benefits without bankrupting 
the company.”

“There is no silver bullet. Older hous-
es and buildings were heated with 
water-filled radiators. In that situation, 
you don’t have moving air and you 
can’t add filters. Now, you could add 
more fresh air with open windows, but 
then how do I keep it warm?” Meechan 
said. “One of the big considerations is 
that modern buildings have forced-air 
HVAC, and we recommend that you 
add more fresh air — but you have to 
heat, condition and filter it. So you have 
to balance the costs with the benefits 
without bankrupting the company.”

“We took outcomes from all of the 
other research that’s been done and 
compiled it into a simple, easy-to- 
follow document,” Hernandez said. “If 
you follow those recommendations, 
your exposure will be lower. I hope  
people will follow them, can afford to 
follow them and it won’t be a huge 
disruption to their system.”

“Remember, no two building are 
the same and no two solutions are the 
same. Sometimes we think we’ll do 
this, this and this. No. How many peo-
ple come in? What sort of building do 
you have? How much fresh air can you 
get? What can you do to modify the 
HVAC system?” Meechan said. “There 
are all sorts of questions to ask before 
you build a solution. Your building is 
as unique as your situation. Do your 
homework, think about building and 
think about your people.” H

“We’ve gone a different direction. At 
first, we looked at cleaning surfaces, 
and that’s a great thing; but now we’ve 
moved into a third dimension, which 
is the air. Most traditional cleaning is 
focused on surfaces, but now we’re 
taking the building and looking at 
it more holistically. How does the air 
affect the health of employees and 
visitors and what can we do to pro-
tect them?” Meechan said. “We want 
GBAC members to be careful because 
technology is not always the answer. 
You can do some things that are very 
expensive but may not be reasonable. 
We want people to evaluate their  
decisions carefully.”

Powerful Ideas
While the Air Quality Considera- 
tions White Paper is packed with 
excellent suggestions and thoughts, 
Meechan and Hernandez offered 
these highlights.
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Closing in on ISSA Show 
North America 2021
Only few days remain to register for the 
ISSA Show North America 2021, No-
vember 15-18, at the Las Vegas Conven-
tion Center, a GBAC STAR™-accredited 
facility. ISSA Show North America is 
the week when the entire profession-
al cleaning industry comes together 
to learn and do business. The Global 
Biorisk Advisory Council™ (GBAC), a 
Division of ISSA, will be on hand as part 
of an impressive conference program 
featuring more than 100 education ses-
sions, workshops, panels, training, and 
certification courses over four days.
     GBAC Executive Director Patricia 
Olinger will present a two-hour work-
shop on Audits and Inspections on 
Sunday, November 14. Spaces are filling 
up quickly for Olinger’s workshop, so 
now is the time to register for it and 
all of the education offerings at the 
ISSA Show North America. Options for 
registration include the Expo-Only Pass 
(valid November 16-18 to access exhibits 
and show-floor education sessions) and 
All-Access Pass (valid November 15-18 to 
access all conference program sessions 
plus options to add workshops and 
networking events to your registration). 
Fees are based on current ISSA mem-
bership standing as well as company 
type; visit www.issashow.com for details.
     To host this in-person event, we 
must mitigate risks for attendees, 
exhibitors and the community by 
following the guidance of the CDC, 

public health experts and the Conven-
tion Center; closely watching current 
data; and listening to science. To 
that end, GBAC and ISSA have been 
working closely with Informa Markets 
to implement enhanced cleaning and 
infection prevention measures. With 
this strong commitment to the health 
and wellbeing of all attendees, robust 
protocols have been put into place to 
ensure a safe and responsible event:
• COVID-19 tests and vaccinations: 

Everyone participating in the show 
must provide proof of either a nega-
tive COVID-19 test obtained within 72 
hours of arriving at the event or proof 
of full vaccination obtained no later 
than 14 days prior to arriving at the 
event. Find COVID-19 testing sites via 
Nevada Health Response.

• Face masks: ISSA Show North 
America will follow Nevada’s mask 
policies at the time of the event.  
The state currently requires masks  
at all indoor events.

• Cleaning, disinfection and infec-
tion prevention: ISSA Show North 
America takes place at one of the 
first facilities worldwide to receive 
GBAC STAR Facility accreditation. 
The Las Vegas Convention Center 
has fulfilled and implements GBAC 
STAR’s 20 elements for cleaning, dis-
infection and infection prevention.
Additionally, the cleaning contractor 

for ISSA Show North America, United 

Service Companies, is a GBAC STAR- 
accredited service provider. Also, show 
organizers are prepared to implement 
new guidelines and protocols as re-
quired at the time of the show.
     “If any industry can host a safe trade 
show, it’s ours,” John Barrett, ISSA Exec-
utive Director, said. “ISSA Show North 
America will have the most effective 
protocols and procedures in place to 
protect the health and safety of exhibi-
tors, attendees, vendors and others.”
     In addition to GBAC STAR accredita-
tions from the venue and trade show 
cleaning service provider, ISSA Show 
North America is organized in accor-
dance with Informa’s AllSecure health 
and safety standards, a detailed set of 
enhanced measures to provide the 
highest levels of hygiene and safety. 
These standards provide participants 
with  reassurance and confidence  
they are participating in a safe and 
controlled environment.
     ISSA Show North America is the  
place for industry professionals to 
come together and exchange knowl-
edge about cutting-edge technology, 
solutions and what they have done 
to push forward, especially during 
the pandemic. We at GBAC and ISSA 
encourage you to join us at the event, 
which is the leading resource for 
information, education, innovation, 
networking and commercial opportu-
nities for firms within the worldwide 
cleaning industry.
     To learn more about ISSA Show 
North America and to register, visit 
www.issashow.com. P

http://www.issashow.com
http://www.issashow.com
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NORTH AMERICA 2021
NOVEMBER 15 - 18 | LAS VEGAS, NV
LAS VEGAS CONVENTION CENTER

®

issashow.com

issashow.com

JOIN US & 
REGISTER

NOW

 Education Program offers:

 Show floor features:

60+ sessions

8 workshops

8 tracks 
3 Spotlight Speaker sessions

500 exhibiting companies

6 pavilions

2 show floor theaters

Innovation Showcase & Theater

ISSA Sports Bar Sponsored by  
Spartan Chemical Co., Inc.

View the ISSA Show Innovation 
Participants and vote! 

issashow.com/innovation

Show website features all of the content above.  
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Take a Deep Breath at the  
Air Quality Control Pavilion
The Global Biorisk Advisory 
Council™, a division of ISSA, 
is proud to be presenting an 
Indoor Air Quality Control 
Pavilion at the ISSA Show 
North America 2021, set for 
November 15-18 at the Las 
Vegas Convention Center 
West Hall, a GBAC STAR- 
accredited facility. This 
distinct area of the show 
floor will specialize in sharing 
the latest equipment and processes to 
support indoor air quality and consider-
ations. Many of the companies present-
ing at the Air Quality Control Pavilion 
have had some proprietary offerings 
that have received or are working 
toward receiving the designation as a 
GBAC STAR™ Registered Technology.

“It’s dedicated to exhibitors who have 
something to do with indoor air quality. 
It could be a filtration system, a device 
that creates a disinfecting property  — 
and some air-monitoring companies,” 
Patricia Olinger, Executive Director, 
GBAC, said. “It would not surprise me to 
see hands-on demonstrations because 
I know some companies are bringing 
their equipment. It’s going to be excit-
ing; some of it is groundbreaking new 
technology. If there’s a silver lining out 
of this pandemic, it’s the new inven-
tions and new thoughts and processes 
that are coming our way.”

The 2021 ISSA Show North 
America is one week when 
the entire professional clean-
ing industry comes together 
to learns and do business. 
More than 5,000 people are 
expected for this premier ed-
ucation and networking event 
that will feature educational 
sessions in eight curated 
tracks, eight workshops and 
three spotlight speakers.

In addition to in-person education, 
attendees can interact with more 
than 500 exhibitors from 20 countries 
in the 250,000-square-foot exhibit 
space. Thousands of products in more 
than 17 categories — from cleaning 
agents to paper products to floor care 
equipment — will be featured on the 
exhibit hall floor for three days begin-
ning November 16.

“In the last 18 months, we have 
spent time being sequestered, ques-
tioning how to be safe and healthy. 
Obviously, our number one tool is the 
vaccine. But the spaces that we live in 
must feel safe and be healthy,” Olinger 
said. “The ISSA show is the top of pyr-
amid of where you want to be to look 
at new technologies for cleaning and 
disinfection — infection-prevention 
measures — and that is GBAC’s sole 
purpose: prepare, respond, recover 
and be resilient.”

In addition to the Air Quality Con-
trol Pavilion, GBAC will be spotlighted 
with a huge educational leadership 
role at the show, which offers an im-
pressive conference program featur-
ing more than 60 education sessions, 
workshops, panels, training and certi-
fication courses over four days.

“When we look at airborne infectious 
disease, indoor air considerations will 
be the safe and healthy environment 
that we live in,” Olinger said. “Working 
together and learning what is hygienic 
cleaning, which is more than making 
it look good and smelling nice, ensures 
we’re cleaning right, disinfecting right 
and that our air is also healthy.”

To acquire more details and schedul-
ing about the Air Quality Control Pavil-
ion or to learn more about the 2021 ISSA 
Show North America and register your 
attendance, visit www.issashow.com.

To begin the GBAC Registered  
Technologies and Programs process,  
visit https://gbac.issa.com/gbac-star- 
registered-programs/ to learn who 
is eligible and what it means to be 
registered and for information about 
application fees. P

Patricia (Patty) Olinger 
Executive Director
GBAC  

 

 
GBAC STAR Facility Reaccreditation 

GBAC STAR Facility Reaccreditation is 
an annual process that builds on an 
initial accreditation to ensure facili-
ties continue to evolve, improve and 
advance with the performance-based 
GBAC STAR program elements. More 
than 4,000 facilities make up the GBAC 
STAR Community and many are in the 
process of reaccreditation, while others 
are initially becoming accredited.   

GBAC Star Community
As of October 15, 2021

85.7% of facilities committed to 
reaccreditation

75 facilities reaccredited

To learn more about this process,  
contact GBAC Sales at  
https://gbac.issa.com/contact.  

Where Do We Stand

http://www.issashow.com
https://gbac.issa.com/gbac-star-registered-programs/
https://gbac.issa.com/contact
https://gbac.issa.com/gbac-star-registered-programs/
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Hunting for Treasure
If you are up for searching for clues and 
digging up treasures, then the Scav-
enger Hunt hosted by GBAC at ISSA 
Show North America 2021 must be on 
your event schedule. The ISSA Show is 
set for November 15-18 at the Las Vegas 
Convention Center West Hall, a GBAC 
STAR-accredited facility.

“The Scavenger Hunt will help  pro-
mote GBAC’s newest program, GBAC 
Registered Technologies and Regis-
tered Programs, to the attendees at 
the show. More than 1,000 passports 
for registered participants will be 
provided and 20-30 booths will be 
involved in the fun,” Sydney Schauer, 
GBAC Analyst and key staff member 
guiding the Registered Technology 
and Registered Programs, said. “To 
play, each person will be required to 
visit every participating booth to gath-
er a different-colored stamp on their 
passport. The booths include a variety 
of participants involved with GBAC 
such as service providers, GBAC Fam-
ily and GBAC Registered Technology 
and Registered Programs recipients. 
The Scavenger Hunt will begin 
10 a.m., Tuesday, November 16, and 
run through 3 p.m., Wednesday,  
November 17.”

Pirating the Treasure
Immediately following the conclusion 
of the Scavenger Hunt, winners will be 
announced at the GBAC booth during 
social hour. To be considered, submit-
ted passports must contain stamps 
from every booth participating in the 
scavenger hunt. From those complet-
ed entries, a first-place winner will  
be drawn and receive an iPad. Several 
runners-up will receive a GBAC- 
branded pullover. Winners must be  
present to claim their prizes.

“The Scavenger Hunt is an easy and 
fun way to be engaged with others at 
the show,” Schauer said. “It also helps 
us promote the many programs that 
GBAC offers. Many of our scavenger 
hunt participants may make business 
connections, such as event facility rep-
resentatives networking with service 
providers participating in the event.”

GBAC STAR Registered Technology  
and Registered Programs allows  
companies to demonstrate how their  

technology or program aligns with 
GBAC STAR Accreditation and sets out 
specific requirements for manufacturers 
to register their equipment, products, 
programs and more with GBAC. The 
GBAC Scientific Advisory Board verifies 
each program or technology before it is 
registered. Achieving the registration is 
limited to only segments that are  
marketed and commercially available.

How to Start the Process
To begin the GBAC Registered Tech-
nologies and Programs process, visit 
https://gbac.issa.com/gbac-star-reg-
istered-programs to learn who is 
eligible, what it means to be regis-
tered and the application fees. To 
begin the process, companies must 
complete the interest form from the 
website. An email will be sent to the 
applicant, and they can set up a brief 
consultation to go over their product 
or technology.

ISSA Show North America is the one 
week when the entire professional 
cleaning industry comes together to 
learn and do business. Attendees can 
engage in webinars, education and ex-
hibits and network with other industry 
influencers. ISSA Show North America 
is the leading resource for information, 
education, innovation, networking and 
commercial opportunities for firms 
within the worldwide cleaning industry.

To learn more information about 
ISSA Show North America and to  
register your attendance, visit  
www.issashow.com. P

 

tv
Staying up to date with strategic 
information for your company or 
organization can be difficult with so 
many sources of material and so little 
time to consume them. It makes 
good business sense for you and 
your team to devote time to watch-
ing BioTalk, a production of GBACtv, 
a webcast series produced by the 
Global Biorisk Advisory Council™ 
(GBAC), a Division of ISSA, and ISSA 
Media. GBACtv is a multimedia web-
cast resource that delivers its own 
essential programming, as well as 
other unique GBAC-related content 
to the global cleaning industry and 
professionals involved in infection 
prevention and control.

With educational content and 
on-demand access, GBACtv speaks 
to the issues that affect people and 

human health to ensure the cleaning 
industry is up-to-date on cleaning 
and disinfection guidance, protocols, 
updates and more. Topics include 
sharing learnings on how huge sta-
diums achieved GBAC Star accred-
itation to ensure the safety of mass 
gatherings, conversations on how the 
Delta variant is exploiting weakness 
in society to ensure rapid increases, 
sharing experiences with air quality 
considerations and so much more. 
New topics are added regularly. All 
episodes of BioTalk are available at
https://gbac.issa.com/media/gbactv/. H

Topics to Keep  
You Informed
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GBAC STAR 
gbac.org
gbacstar@issa.com
1-800-225-4772 (North America)
1-847-982-0800
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Looking Ahead
Short Break for Bootcamp 
and GBAC Academy  
GBAC Academy is an online learning 
portal for cleaning professionals who 
want to prepare for, respond to and 
recover from biological threats in the 
workplace. These interactive webinars 
are led by experts and share training 
resources to assist you in implement-
ing infection- and contamination-con-
trol measures for infectious disease 
outbreaks. Included would be the 
novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) and 
other biohazards.
     If you’re readying for accredita-
tion, consider signing up for the next 
session of the GBAC STAR Virtual 
Bootcamp. Only 100 participants are 
allowed each month for the Virtual 
Bootcamp and signing up early is 
highly encouraged. This course is a 
two-day digital briefing that reviews 
the accreditation process and takes a 
deep dive into the 20 elements, with 
an extensive opportunity for ques-
tions and answers. The course readies 
clients for the task of gathering their 
documents for accreditation.
     Given that GBAC Academy is pre-
paring for its huge educational role 
at the 2021 ISSA Show North America, 
November 15-18, Las Vegas Conven-
tion Center West Hall, a GBAC STAR 
accredited facility, webinars and the 
virtual bootcamp will not be hosted in 
November. However, they will return 
in December. 
     To learn more about GBAC Acad-
emy, visit gbacacademy.issa.com. To 
learn more about the ISSA Show North 
America and register your attendance, 
visit www.issashow.com.

GBAC STAR Family Receives 
Special Pricing at ISSA Show

GBAC Executive Director Patricia Olinger will present a two-hour workshop on 
Audits and Inspections on Sunday, November 14 at ISSA Show North America 
2021. The focus will be on helping attendees eliminate fear and foster collabora-
tion and accountability with a comprehensive audit and inspection program that 
aligns compliance with a company’s internal processes and procedures. Listen as 
she shared more about this informative workshop.

All GBAC STAR™ facilities and 
service providers receive basic 
ISSA membership, which 
entitles you to special pricing 
for the 2021 ISSA Show North 
America. Learn more at  
www.issashow.com.

mailto:gbacstar@issa.com
http://www.issashow.com
http://www.issashow.com



